VISTA de la Montańa
November 2015 ECHOES
Pastor’s Pen
Notes from the field: As I write this I am still in Flagstaff. My older brother David and I spent 4 days hunting from
before daybreak to nightfall. We hunted elk in the rain, hail, wind and mud for 4 days and got nothing!!! We got
nothing that is except beautiful memories of ancient forests and extinct volcanoes. We saw what we believe was a
wolf. I saw a perfect Prong Horn Antelope, and miniature rainbows. We saw 100s of squirrels. It was cold, and wet,
and windy; but my brother and I reconnected in a human experience that is primordial. I found places where ancient
Native Americans fashioned obsidian into arrow points for hunting. Hopefully they were more successful. The whole
experience connected us to the past, the present and even to our faith.
As the light was fading on the last 30 minutes of today I began to think about why this activity is called “elk hunting”
and not “elk catching”. Often times you come home with nothing but great memories of an activity well enjoyed.
Jesus invited his first disciples to become “fishers of men” as he invites you and me today. Note: he doesn’t invite us
to become “catchers of men” but “fishers”. There is a big difference. The success comes in participation in the
activity of hunting or fishing, not the catching of elk or people. That is the bonus! We need to have joy in our work!
Despite all the mud and rain and cold and wind and no elk, my brother and I enjoyed the hunt. We walked where
people rarely walk and saw sights from mountain tops very few ever see and felt connected to the earth and history
and God and each other.
We do experience the same when we fish for men and women for the Kingdom of God. Some days are rather
successful and sometimes we go long stretches with nothing. It has been years since I got an elk. But we as Christians
are successful when we simply invite. We throw out the hook of invitation to worship or study or singing or mission
and watch for a response. Some respond immediately and we have great joy. Some take quite a while and this give us
deep satisfaction and some we never land, but we keep fishing! We keep inviting.
Over the next year I will speak of People of Peace. These are people we look for to build a relationship with and
invite them in. These are the ones ready to be caught. We need to just keep fishing until we find them. As we keep
fishing we will experience a deeper connection with God with each other and the new friends, the People of Peace
God brings into our lives.
From the field!
Pastor Fred
PS. November is a busy and exciting month! All Saints Day, Consecration Sunday, a new Member luncheon, a Fine
Arts event, and Thanksgiving followed closely by Advent and Christmas. Looking to celebrate all this and more with
you!
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VISTA FINE ARTS invites YOU…
… to participate in a unique and exciting event on Sunday, November 15, when we present Guy
Atchley’s ARIZONA. As many of you know, Guy is Tucson's award winning journalist, celebrating 31
years as anchor at KGUN 9 News On Your Side. He will share years of fascinating stories, quips and
photos in his own humorous, engaging style. Guy’s presentation will begin at 3:00 p.m.
Add to the excitement of the day, and come early to enjoy our VISTA ARTISTS SHOWCASE, featuring
the works of some of Vista’s finest artists including painters, potters and photographers. The show will
open at 1:30 in Ed’s Building, close at 2:45 for everyone to attend Guy Atchley’s ARIZONA, and then
re-open until 5:00 p.m. Some of the artwork will be for sale. Meet and chat with the artists and perhaps
find that perfect holiday gift..
Guy Atchley has become one of Tucson's premier photographers, with over 40 years in television
journalism. As winner of several awards for excellence in broadcasting, he was inducted into the Arizona
Broadcaster's Hall of Fame, along with people like Steve Allen, Rex Allen, Waylon Jennings and Joe
Garagiola. Guy spent each Labor Day as Tucson host for the Jerry Lewis Muscular Dystrophy Telethon,
and counts the comedian as a good friend and mentor. Lewis writes: "Guy Atchley's 'good news' stories
reflect devotion to his community, and to the human community, making him a great newsman and a
close ally of mine." Guy always seeks out stories of inspiration and humor -- the small, quiet stories
behind the lives of real and honorable people. Basketball Coach Lute Olson says: "I applaud Guy
Atchley for focusing on what is good in our world." And author Amy Weintraub says of Guy:
"Journalistic integrity, insight and compassion underlie the heartwarming journey of his life." On
November 15, YOU will have an opportunity to meet and visit with Guy and to enjoy his amazing
photography. He will also be displaying several of his beautiful images for sale.
This celebration of visual art promises to be one of the highlights of the year for Vista Fine Arts.
Admission is free. An offering will be taken. All are welcome, so invite your friends to join you for this
exciting opportunity. Questions and information at 825-1985 or www.vistaumc.org.
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TUCSON HOSPITALITY INN FOOD PANTRY DRIVE
The Inn provides breakfast items and emergency food items for its guests. Beginning November 1 we are asking for
donations for the Inn’s food pantry. Needed are these specific items: canned fruit, canned Chef Boyardee, Franco
American, or Campbell’s Spaghetti and Ravioli products, Progresso canned Chicken Noodle and Vegetable Soups,
and packages of individual servings of cereal. (Please no sugar cereals.) I have been unable to find the little
rectangular boxes of cereal that aren’t the sugary type, but there are available little cups of regular cereals like
Cheerios, Raisin Bran, and Life. If everyone brought just one item listed, think how much we would have to give!
When you’re out shopping this month, please consider picking up some items for the Food Pantry Drive.
There is also a need for new or nearly new towel sets of bath, hand and washcloth. Please bag and label them “THI.”
There will be a box labeled for Tucson Hospitality Inn in the Narthex for your donations.
Thank you in advance for your generosity!
Kay Gragg, THI Team Leader

WESTERN CHUCK WAGON
DINNER
.

Vista's United Methodist Women are planning a WESTERN CHUCK WAGON DINNER on Friday,
November 13th at 5:00 PM.
Tickets will be sold starting Sunday October 25th on the Patio.
Menu and other info to follow

Meanwhile (back at the ranch) So Dust Off Your Western Wear
And don’t forget to join us for dinner and Western Theme Entertainment.
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Hospitality
I find for me that when our church starts “stewardship” process, I find myself evaluating my different stewardship
levels in my life. It is a time for me to evaluate my physical stewardship giving to church. Is there more I can
physically do for the church in the coming year. If you do the same then please consider joining the hospitality team.
What does it involve if you join the hospitality team?
Joining the hospitality team is not your typical team group. The following tasks listed are not required to do
necessarily on a monthly or routine schedule but more on as needed bases.
The following task that you may be asked to do if you can at a specific time are:
Sunday Goodies:




Take a Sunday once a month or so to stand at the sign-up board to encourage folks to sign-up to bring goodies
Sign-up to be a hospitality partners which assist those who are doing Sunday goodies.
Hospitality partner are there to see that the kitchen is left tidy.
Memorial Service:








You may be asked to call specific folks to ask them to furnish cookies for the service.
Helping out at the service to:
Set-up choir room for the family to meet before the service
Place goodies on trays
Transport the goody trays and drinks out to the serving area for the family and guests
Help tidy up the kitchen after the service
Pot Luck Luncheons:







This is not an area that is a major part of hospitality but if you can assist in “pot luck” luncheon that would
be great.
Tasks that could be asked if you do sign-up are:
Pull out serving utensils for the luncheon
Prepare tables for folks to sit down to eat
Make up cold drinks
* Help to transport food items to serving area

I would like to have many team members so I can rotate around members and not have to call upon the same
members all the time. If you like to only volunteer for a specific event, then I would put your name down for those
events.
(Delores Brindle) at 520 907 5706 and/or e-mail: deloresjb@gmail.com
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New Memorial Service Coordinator Designee:
I have volunteered to be the memorial service coordinator designee. We have not had someone who was responsible
to coordinator every part of the memorial service. The service coordinating was spread between the pastor and the
church secretary. This new position will help make sure the event flows smoothly and there is a contact person for
any concerns and/or questions. Memorial services are an important function of our church. It is an event that means a
lot to those who have just lost a loved one and want to make this service special for those attending.
I will be needing help during the memorial services. I will be there to assist as needed when you have signed-up to
help. The memorial service process is just like serving Sunday goodies, no difference in general.
I hope that when looking at “stewardship” that you will call or stop by the Sunday sign-up table to tell me you would
like to be a hospitality team member. Looking forward to seeing you on Sunday to sign-up or you can contact me at
(Delores Brindle) at 520 907 5706 and/or e-mail: deloresjb@gmail.com

TUCSON HOSPITALITY INN

Beginning November 1 we are asking for donations for the Inn’s food pantry. Needed are these specific items: canned
fruit, canned Chef Boyardee, Franco American, or Campbell’s Spaghetti and Ravioli products, Progresso canned
Chicken Noodle and Vegetable Soups, and packages of individual servings of cereal. (Please no sugar cereals.) I have
been unable to find the little rectangular boxes of cereal that aren’t the sugary type, but there are available little cups
of regular cereals like Cheerios, Raisin Bran, and Life. If everyone brought just one item listed, think how much we
would have to give! So when you’re out shopping this month, consider picking up some items for the Food Pantry
Drive. There will be a box labeled for Tucson Hospitality Inn in the Narthex for your donations. Lou Tompkins,
Manager, provides breakfast and emergency food items to guests who need them and our donations will help make it
possible to continue this practice.
Lou also has a need for new or nearly new towel sets—bath, hand, and washcloths. These items get heavy use and
wear out quickly. Please bag and label these for “THI.”
On September 23 Pastor Fred, Dee and Rick Berman, and I went down to the Inn for Pastor Fred to meet with Lou
and tour the facility. I was glad Pastor Fred could see the wonderful work that Lou does and see another of our
mission projects.
The Inn has been very busy for the month of October. Staying as guests as of mid-October were Nadia from Egypt
who continues her treatment; Mike and Coleen from California whose 40 year old daughter, April, is critically ill
with an aneurysm; Dave and Joanne from Casa Grande whose daughter, Julie is critically ill on life support with
heart disease. Julie is in her thirties; Raphael and Guadalupe from Agua Prieta, Mexico whose son, Roberto, is
critically ill due to quad accident and is in a coma. Roberto is in his early thirties; and Larry and Deborah from
Sierra Vista. Larry has throat cancer. I ask that you keep these guests and their loved ones in your prayers.
Kay Gragg, THI Team Leader
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SNAK PAK
As we continue another successful year of the Snak Pak program, I would like to recognize and thank the volunteers
from Vista who have helped with the Snak Pak during the years I have been the coordinator.
Edna Alligood, Don August, Bill and Dixie Ayers, Shirley Byrd, Alan Campbell, Betty Frieberg, Florence Duckett,
Bill Goins, June Guptill, Joanne Harrington, Lew Hartz, Marsha Hartz, Dennis Higgins, Peggy Higgins, Dan
Jones, Sandy Kaper, Bernie Kenny, Anna Marie Marsh, Art Piper, Marvin Rupe, Bob Sherman, Donna Snyder,
Elizabeth Vaughan, Carol Witt, Dillis Ward.
During 36 weeks of the school year, Vista and Santa Catalina Catholic Church provide Snak Paks for children at
Coronado K-8 School who have been judged to be nutritionally at risk, particularly over the weekend. Volunteers
from Vista pick up the food in bulk at the Community Food Bank of Southern Arizona and deliver it to Vista, where
volunteers from Vista and Santa Catalina assemble it into Snak Paks, which are delivered to the school on Friday
morning and distributed to the students at the end of the school day. This year Santa Catalina has approved providing
funding for 10 more students, so we are providing 60 Snak paks each week. The cost to Vista this school year is
$4,000 and to Santa Catalina $5,500.
Menu #1

Menu #2

Rice Chex bowl

Cheerios bowl

Sunflower seed spread

Sunflower seeds

Oatmeal packet (plain)

Belvita Breakfast Biscuit (blueberry)

Granola bar (chewy chocolate oat)

1% shelf-stable milk

1% shelf-stable milk

Yam

Potato

Orange

Orange

Apple

Apple

Beef lasagna (can)

Rice and beans (can)

Tuna (pop-top)

Chicken salad and cracker kit

Whole wheat crackers (2 packs)

Cheese

crackers

Most of all thanks to our generous Vista members and friends, without your donations this program would not be
possible. The Thanksgiving offering will be used to help support the Snak Pak program.
Kathy Campbell
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DAMKROGER, Leo & Nancy
11/01
HOAGLUND, Larry & Coralyn
11/01
DAVIS, Arlo & Barbara BallasDavis 11/14
WALDO, Duane & Marilyn
11/22
SCHWARTZ, Pete & Sandy
11/26
PATTERSON, Larry & Hedy
11/28
RYTTER, Noel & Jane 11/29
PENUELAS, Sinai

11/03

VAKERICS, Moll

11/03

STEGINK, David

11/06

TRYON, Karen

11/06

ALBERS, Anyce

11/09

CROWN, Jan

11/09

RAMSEY, Marion

11/10

SALAVA, Roger

11/12

HOLDER, Pam

11/22

LINDAHL, Greg

11/13

POWELL, Bill

11/24

HILLMANN, Bill

11/15

ANDERSON, Maureen

11/25

TOMPKINS, Alice

11/16

BUKES, Milt

11/25

HILLMANN, Mary Jane

11/17

SHERMAN, Barbara

11/25

HOAGLUND, Larry

11/18

WINKLER, Sallie

11/25

TRIBOULET, Linda

11/18

HOLMES, Myrna

11/26

PODLASEK, Diane

11/19

PRICE, Maurice

11/29

THOMSON KIMMEL, Judy

11/19

ALLEN, John

11/30

AYERS, Dixie Humes

11/21

PEATE, Kathy

11/30

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO:
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Mission Outreach Ministry

At this writing we are preparing for our trip to our sister Church, Fuente de Vida in Agua Prieta, Mexico for our
annual Celebration of Learning Festival. Last week Pastor Gela & Associate Pastor Armando, Youth Director
Alejandro and College student Jose came in Jose’s pickup (see picture) and collected all the materials we have
packed and took them to Agua Prieta in preparation for the Festival. We had a great packing day at our last Mission
meeting in Oct. and I want to thank Benith MacPherson, Robin Connor, Giff & Alice Tompkins, Rex & Sheri Wyland,
Kay Gragg, Jan Bohe, Dennis Kimmel & Judy Thomson, Duane & Marilyn Waldo, Ken & Jan Hopke-Almer, John
Crown, Susan Mawhinney and Polly Meyn for their great help in getting all our supplies sorted and packed. It was a
huge job well done by all. Now on the 31st we will unpack it all in Agua Prieta. At this writing we have 38
passengers on our bus who have signed up for the trip and of those 20 are first timers. I also want to thank Robin
Connor for taking the 40 Certificate of Achievement I made up, and shopping for the frames and then framing them
all. John Crown has organized the games and Debbi Moloid will be our game leader for the Festival. Benith
MacPherson and Jan Hopke-Almer will run the craft tables. Duane and Marilyn will run the prize room. Everyone
will have a job to do at the festival. We could not do this event without the help of all of you good folks of Vista. I
will be translating Pastor Fred’s greetings from Vista and introducing the students to the sponsors that are going with
us. These children love to meet their sponsors and I know it is a thrill for the sponsors to meet them too. You will
have a full report next month about the trip. Once again many thanks to all of you that have helped and made
donations for this very special event in the life of our Sister Church Fuente de Vida!!!
The Month of Dec & Jan will once again be our Warm Winter month for Impact in Catalina so save your warm
clothing items and bedding to donate in Dec. The refurbished Senior Center in Catalina will be up and fully running
soon so please see team leader Benith MacPherson report for more info.
We have a special food and towel drive this month for Tucson Hospitality Inn. Please see team leader Kay Gragg
report for more Info.
I have received a new shipment of cards for All Occasions, Thanksgiving and Christmas and will begin sales in the
narthex on Sunday Nov.8th. These handmade cards are made by the women’s Co-op of Fuente de Vida, from your
used cards and are just lovely. They sell for only 50 cents and are a real bargain, and they make lovely gifts too. I will
have some great gift bags ( 50 cents) for the cards in many colors that will hold a dozen cards for gifts.
Our next Mission Outreach Ministry meeting will be on the 4th of November at 1:00 PM in Ed’s Building. We are
inviting all of you to come and hear the great reports from our folks who went to Agua Prieta. It is always a blessing
to hear from those who go on these Mission trips about their experiences. You will not be disappointed. Thank you
again for making this Mission Ministry at Vista, thrive and bless the lives of those we all serve in Christ’s name.
Yours in Mission Service:
Dee Berman… Chairman
520-825-7115

deerick1968@gmail.com
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STEPHEN MINISTRY

Stephen Ministry is a program of Vista’s congregation that equips lay persons to provide distinctively Christian oneto-one care to individuals who are experiencing all kinds of life needs and circumstances, both in our congregation
and surrounding communities. The Ministers are commissioned after 50 hours of training and then participate in
monthly peer supervision and continuing education programs. It does not replace other care ministries at Vista such
as the prayer chain or the Intercessory Prayer Team nor does it replace our pastor’s on-going pastoral care. Stephen
Ministry provides Christian care to more people than the pastor can reach by himself. Stephen Ministers provide
confidential care to persons based on their needs for extended periods of time.
Since 1975, more than 600,000 Christian men and women from all walks of life have trained and served as Stephen
Ministers. Most became a Stephen Minister as a way to help others who were hurting—but they quickly discovered
that God blesses them in amazing ways in return.
Here are several testimonies of the impact of serving as a Stephen Minister:
“With God's blessing, a Stephen Minister is called to encourage and to help others. Training in a unique One-to-One
ministry, provided by Lay Stephen Ministers and Pastors, has allowed me an opportunity to reach out in love, to
listen, and to walk along to help bear another's burden. Jesus said. ‘As I have loved you, so you must love one
another.’ John 13:3b
This ministry of compassion is why I find such great joy knowing that Jesus is the ‘CUREGIVER’ that leads to the
best possible care for my care receiver.”
--Sharon, Vista Stephen Minister
“Being a Stephen Minister has meant my being more aware of the “human condition” and how interconnected we
really are; it's meant I continue to gain a better understanding of God’s love for us, and of how He works in our lives
each and every day; it's meant trying to better reflect God’s love to others and to more clearly see that love reflected
from others to me.”

--Louise, Vista Stephen Minister
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From StephenMinistry.org:
“Being a Stephen Minister has been a blessing in so many ways. It’s drawn me closer to God. It’s allowed me to be
Christ’s presence to another person—an amazing feeling. And it’s made me part of a loving, caring family of Stephen
Ministers and Stephen Leaders who support each other in their ministry.” --Frank, Stephen Minister (U.S. Navy
(Retired)Ballwin, Missouri)
Vista de la Montaña UMC is currently recruiting for Stephen Ministers for our congregation. We really need a
“few more GOOD men” to serve our male care receivers. Please consider this dynamic ministry and the
opportunity to serve others as they walk through their challenges and trials in life. You will be BLESSED and
forever changed! Speak to Stephen Leaders: Karen Rice (520) 370-6408 or Bernie Kenney (520) 825-9404 or to
any of our Stephen Ministers.

UNITED METHODIST MEN
Life is good! It is better when shared around other people who hold common values and similar purpose. Isn't this
what church life is all about? As Christians we can easily say we have purpose and values because we point to those
teachings and rituals surrounding us. Frankly the United Methodist way is fairly generous in blending living your life
and making less rigor of religion. It’s a good deal. For me, I'm sure tickled pink I wandered in 7 years ago. My wife is
a life long United Methodist so for her "wandering in" was more like coming home. Well we are both very happy
here and we wish for every one else to be happy and for Vista to grow with more equally happy people.
Growing is a group effort. It takes a few forces to make growth happen and to sustain it. Helping out is a good start.
Any Vista member wishing for a helping mission need look no farther than their own self. It is so simple. Invite a
friend to church! That's it. That is the whole gist of the matter. When you invite a new person to Vista you may rest
assured they will be greeted (heck it's almost a gauntlet). They will be fairly comfortable depending on the deva
spirits in the AC system. And they will be treated to a first class choir and Sunday service. Can't beat that. Also there
are usually snacks and fellowship afterwards. Where else to spend 90 minutes on a Sunday morning and have such
satisfaction?
The Vista experience is growing rapidly. We have turned a corner to the positive. Things are working well and in
concert. An engine has to fire on all cylinders to run smoothly. A social network is much the same. It works best
when everyone works well. To work well all people need to work together and no one should feel excluded; this isn't
a clique. Vista is humming nicely these days and it is a blessing for us. Let’s pretend the Crystal Cathedral had
10,000 members. Vista has about 450. How did CC get so many more than we ? The answer is simple, one at a time.
Yes they had a dramatic structure in a hill. We have the hill; the structure simply takes more hands and contributors.
One at a time might be a motto. Ask a friend to church, one at a time.
Participate in your church. Be a twice a week member. Once a week is Sunday. Serve on a committee. This increases
your commitment and fellowship is the reward. When you "work over" doors open. Believe this. There are
opportunities to serve right here at Vista. Everyone reads their bulletin, the next step is to take it to heart. This is a
guideline for opportunity. It's the how to pamphlet for participation.
Men, stop by a UMM meeting on the first Saturdays of each month. UMM isn't a club, no one joins, we just show up
and participate. We get a lot done around too. Our mission, if you will, is to make the Vista campus a prettier, safer,
nicer place. It is a good thing!
Sincerely, Jim Bleess UMMP
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CHILDREN, YOUTH AND FAMILY NEWS

Fall is here with some cooler temps, but we here in the CYFM Committee are in the midst of a flurry of
activities. At the Sept. 27th service Shirley Miller and Barbara Johnson introduced our children and youth to the
congregation. Everyone sees them go up for Pastor Fred’s Children’s Moment, but no one really knew anything
about them, so we decided to let everyone get acquainted with our “treasures”. From our two 18-month old members
to our 15 year old member, we introduced each one with their names, interests, hobbies and achievements. The
congregation enjoyed meeting them so much that they requested name tags for each of them so they can start
addressing them by name. The older Youth stayed in the service and helped with the collection plates and with
serving the snacks after the service. They fully enjoyed being a part of the service, and hope to do more (like help
with communion) in the future. Their next big event was on Oct. 25th, when Barbara Sherman organized a “Trunk or
Treat” in the parking lot right after the service. Thank you so much, Barbara!

At our CYFM meetings, we will be asking the children and youth to celebrate Thanksgiving by choosing a mission
project to work on. They have learned in Sunday School that God gives us all unique gifts and talents, and they can
use theirs to do God’s work by giving to others. We also have Advent approaching, and at Pastor Fred’s suggestion,
they will be participating weekly in the services leading up to Christmas. We are also working on the program they
will present during the Family Christmas Eve Service.

We are also working on plans for the remainder of the year and into the summer with VBS, which will have a twist to
it this year. Stay tuned!

Blessings, Barbara Johnson CYFM Team

INTERCESSARY PRAYER UPDATE
It’s been our privilege to prayer for you every Wednesday morning at church and in our own way at
home. But we do need your help to keep our list up to date. We keep most names on our list for thirty
days unless we know about the situation. Cancer patients stay on the list for 90 days unless we know
more healing is needed. You can let us know in several ways
1) The cards in the attendance pad
2) Speaking to us personally or
3) Contacting us by phone or e –mail that info is in the church directory
We thank you for your help
Dorothy Conner, Linda Whitlatch, and Mary Lou Young
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Our Congregational Care Committee is back in full force. Thank you to all who
responded: Linda Ward, Alice August, Alice Tomkins, Trish Grizzard, Sally
Innes, Bill Powell, Steve Scanlan, John Crown, and Gwen Dossett. They join
our original team: Marilyn Waldo, Carol Witt, Peggy Higgins, Molly Vakerics, and
Marion Ramsey.
Remember, our Care Committee is here for you. We provide short-term meals,
rides for doctor visits or shopping, respite care for families.
We are not medically trained, but we are lovingly available.
PLease call Sandy Schwartz @ 818-9792 if you need our services.
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JUST A FRIENDLY
REMINDER ALL
ECHOES ARTICLES
MUST BE IN BY
THE 15TH OF EACH MONTH.
E – MAIL THEM ALL TO
Vistaechoes2014@outlook.com

IF YOU TOOK MY GOOD, WELL LOVED SCISSORS FROM
THE LIBRARY PLEASE RETURN THEM. I NEED THEM
FOR MY WORK. THANK YOU!!!!
JOY ORAM,
LIBRARIAN

COME

JOIN US ON WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 11TH
FOR A WEINIE ROAST TAIL GATE IN THE UPPER
PARKING LOT OF THE CHURCH AT 4:30 PM.
BRING YOUR OWN EVERYTHING
HOT DOGS AND BUNS WILL BE PROVIDED
BRING A PICNIC DISH TO PASS
AROUND
MORE INFO
CALL
BARBARA 825-5426
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